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Abstract: Efficient oil and gas exploration and development in petroliferous continental rift basins relies heavily on a
profound understanding of sequence stratigraphic architectures and sandbody distribution characteristics in different
tectonic evolution stages. Based on a review of the development status of sequence stratigraphy and geological
characteristics of continental rift basins, this study characterizes the sequence stratigraphic architectures and sandbody
distribution according to a four-stage tectonic evolution of the basins: (1 During the early syn-rift stage, faulting at basin
boundaries starts with parasequences being vertically aggraded and superposed, and with near-source coarse-grained
depositional systems including alluvial fan, distributary channel, and fan delta being developed. (2 During the main
syn-rift stage, faulting intensifies with parasequences showing a variety of overlapping styles in different structural belts
and systems tracts, and basins fill mainly with fluvial, delta and gravity flow. (3) During the transition stage from rifting
to depression, faulting starts to wean with parasequences being overlapped and dominated by progradation and
aggradation, and depositional systems dominated by axial fluvial and deltaic depositional systems being developed. @

During the post-rift depression and subsidence stage, faulting nearly ends with basins in an overcompens and with the
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fluvial-shallow-water deltas being developed. Current hot topics and future development of sequence stratigraphy in

continental rift basins are also discussed based on the above analyses.

Key words: sequence architecture , sandbody distribution, tectonic evolution stage , depositional system, sequence stratig-

raphy, continental rift basin
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Fig. 2 The depositional systems and sediment dispersal patterns in a typical continental rift basin
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Fig. 3 Tectonic-sedimentary characteristics of continental rift basins controlled by fault evolution
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Fig. 4 Sequence structure patterns and sedimentary filling characteristics of continental rift basins during the initial rifting stage
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Fig. 5 Sequence structure patterns and sedimentary filling characteristics of continental rift basins during the early strong rifting stage
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Fig. 6 Sequence structure patterns and sedimentary filling characteristics of continental rift basins during the late strong rifting stage
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Fig. 7 Sequence structure patterns and sedimentary filling characteristics of continental rift basins during

the rifting-to-depression transition stage
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Fig. 8 Fluvial sequence superimposing patterns in continental rift basins with changing accommodation space during

the post-rifting depression stage '
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