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SINOPEC’ s coalbed m ethane developm ent potential
Long Shengxiangl, Chen Chunfangl, LiX 'nz{, YeXin and Liang Yu
(L SINOPEC Exploration & P roduction R esearch Institute Beijing 100083 China
2 Unwersity of Wyan ng, Laramie Siate of Wyoming 82071, USA )

Abstract Large anount of coabed methane(CBV ) is produced in the US Canada and Australia Frum the de
velopment of CBM  ndustry at han e and abwad, we can see that 1) the development of CBM ndustry is a long
and rough wad 2) favorable policies will help to pranote the development of CBM ndustry 3) rapid develop-
ment of CBM industry needs the involvem ent of big oil canpanies SINOPEC hasmore than 8 trillon cubicme-
ters of CBM resources Analysis of geology and block screening reveal that the H eshun block n the Q) inshui ba-
sin the southernmargn and the northem part of O rdos Basn and the eastern Y unnan-western Gu izhou regbn
are the key areas for deve bping CBM i the near tetn W e suggest S nopec see CBM as inportant as convention-
al oil/gas and adopt positive nvesment strategies F irsi get access to asmany as CBM resources both at hane
and abroad though block leasng acquisiton and cooperaton w ith other can panies Second treat existing blocks
differently For theY anchuannan H eshun and Zh ijin blockswh ich have already found CBM, pibt poducton and
farther appraisal should be conducted n ower to realize canmercial production For bbcks n the northem part
and the southern mawgin of O os Basin and in the eastern Y unnan-w estem Guizhou region exp bratbn should
be deepened n ower to make a breakthough. For blocks n southern N orth Chna Basin and Northw est Chng

exploratory work shoul be carred out n oer to appraise their CBM potentnl Third intensify invesment in
R&D and build an integrated tean of management production and scientific research to ensure the fast and
healhy development of SNOPEC’” s CBM exp braton and product bn.
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Fi. 2 Ilsopach of cabed in the ShanxiFomaton of the Pngdingshan block southern North Ch na Basin
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Fig 3 Contour of gas content of the 6" coabed n the Shanxi Fomation of the Pingdngshan bbck, southem North China Basin
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