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Review and revelation of oil/gas discoveries
in the Paleozoic marime strata of China
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(Research Institute of Petroleum Exp loration & Production, SINOPEC, Bejjing 100083 China)

Abstract In 1984 the Shacan-2 wel] positioned in Tarin basin flowed for the first tme w ith large amount of oil
and gas marking the discovery of giant T ahe oilfield ITtwas not only the first sign ificant break through i explora-
tion of the Paleozoic strata but also an mportantm ilestone m Chinese oil/gas exploration history Since then
several other Paleozoic oilfields w ere discovered and the theory of hydrocarbon reservoiring in the strata m China
was established It is a period characterized by independent mnovations in exploration of the Paleozoic marine
strata Based on a system atic summ aries and review of the tine the article concludes thatmore large oil/gas dis-
coveries depend on many factors anongwhich deeper basic researches are the precondition mnovations and cre-
ativity are the key technology advancem ents are the necessary conditions and continuous explorations and prac-
tices are the guarantee
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Fig. 1 Distribution of the Paleozoic oil and gas fields in the Tarin Basin
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