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Table 3 Classification of gas abundances in Chind s natural gas
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EXPLORATION ORIENTATION ANE ROCK, PALAEOGEOGRAPHIC
TYPES OF CHINA’ S GAS RESERVOIRS

Du Yunhua Qian Kai
( Research Institute of Petroleum Exploration and Development, CNPC, Langf and, Hebei )

Zhang Shoupeng
( Geological Research Institute of Shengli Petroleum A dministration, Dongying, Shandong)

Abstract

T he number of China’s medium and big gasfields is only 20. 80 of the country” s total mumber of gas-
fields, but their reserves are 83. 44 Q/Of the total reserve; the number of big gasfields is 4. 3@/0f the total
number of gasfields, but their reserves are 50. 35 @/of the total reserve. The reservoir rocks of the medium and
big gasfields are predominantly sandstone and carbonate rock, their reserves are 99. 65 of the total reserve.
T his coincides with the tendency of world s gasfields. It thus indicates that China’ s gas ex ploration should al-
ways aim at big and medium sizes of sanstone and carbonate rock gasfields. According to the distribution of
structural palaeogeography, gas ex ploration provinces could be divided into 4 type: 1. inner cratonic basins in
Central China; 2. composite basins in West China; 3. epicotinental basins in Southeast China; 4. rift basins in
East China. These basins correspond to gas, oil, rich gas and gas bearing provinces respectively. On this basis,
the furture strategy is enhancing Central China gas exploration, developing West China gas explaration, paying
more attention to marine exploration and improving exploration in East China.
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