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CHARACTERISTICS AND RESEARCH STATUS OF
DEEP-WATER TRACTIVE CURRENT DEPOSITS

Liu Lijun
( Jianghan Petroleum Institate , Jingzhou , Hubei )

Abstract : Since 1960 s, the study of deep-water tractive current deposits has become a new research field in sedimen-
tology . The present studies on deep-water tractive current deposits are mainly focused on contourits current deposit, in-
temnal-tide and internal-wave deposits. Considerable progress has been made in the study of contourite current deposits
since mid-1960’ s, especially in the study of modem contourite deposits. Now deep understanding has made on the for-
mation mechanism, the characteristics of texture and structure, the vertical sequences, the rock facies and recognition
marks of contourite deposits. The discovery of contourite-dome is the most important and distinctve achievement in this
field. Numerous large-scale modemn contourite-dome, which can be compared with deep-water turbidite fans, were dis-
covered in deep-water oceanic areas and in stratigraphic record. The study on interal-tide and internal-wave deposits
began in the early 1990’ s and developed rapidly,and has made considerable progress in the formation mechanism, the
characteristics of texture and structure, the vertical sequences, the rock facies and recognition marks. The Ordovician in-
ternal-tide and internal-wave deposits in West Zhejiang and Tarim Basin are typical cases in this field. Compared with
turibidities, the deep-water tractive current deposits are more favourible in the reservoir characteristics, and have very
important oil-gas-bearing potential .

Key words: deep-water tractive current; depositional characterisitics; internal-tide ; internal-wave ; contourite current ; status quo





