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ON.IDENTIFICATION OF WRENCH STRUCTURE

Yan Junjun

(Petroleum University, Beijing)
Wang Xiepei

(China University of Geosciences, Wuhan)

Abstract

The subsurface markers for identifying wrench structure could be concluded as follows:

(1) echelon structure; (2) flower-form structure; (3) braid structure ; (4).narrow deformation

zone; (5) deep narrow half-graben; (6) narrow thick coarse deposit zone; (7) unmatchable

strata across a fault; (8) swaying and variable fault dip; (9) clutter seismic reflection.

However,the trénd of overstating the effect of wrenching may occur due to inaccurate identi-

fication in actual ‘application, especially in identifying echelon structure and flower-form

structure. The key problems are (1) tenso-echelon does not always indicate wrench fracture;

(2) as for the shallow-rooted structures in a basin, “basement-involving” could not be the
essential identificative criterion of wrench fault; (3) the back-thrust blocks that widely devel-

oped in ¢il provinces in West China are mostly not flower-form structnres.





