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AN APPROACH TO MESOZOIC STRIKE-SLIP ACTIVE ZONE
IN LOWER YANGZI REGION

Xia Bangdong Li Peijun Shang Yanjun Gu Lianxing

(Geosciences Depanriment, Nanjing University)

Abstract

The depocenter of Middle-Upper Triassic, Lower-Middle Jurassic and Cretaceous sediments in

Lower Yangzi Region is a sinistral echelon and has obvious sedimentary thickness gradients. The Middle-

Upper Triassic Huangmaging Group contains phengite and large amounts of apatite, which demonstrats

that the area composed of Precambrian metamorphic rocks and situated at the northern side of the basin

was the source area of the Huangmaqing deposits, and a significant shift from the source provenance to

the deposition site could be found. Both the Lujiang-Zongyang and Nanjing-Wuhu Mesozoic volcanic

basins possess the features of pull-apart basin, and occur on strike-slip extensional fault branches of
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NNE striking. Two fold episodes of Middle-Late Triassic are obvious in some places but obscure in oth-
ers. The above mentioned characteristics suggest that Lower Yangzi Region should belong to a Mesozoic
strike-slip active zone. The main tectonics controlling the development of this zone are : 1. The Yangzi
fault zone; 2. A wedge-like fualt system in which Tancheng-Lujiang fualt is the main body; 3. A horse-

tail-like fualt system in which Qingyang-Guangde fualt is the main part. All of the fualts were active

sinistral strike-slip during Mesozaic.





