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Sediments, generally thicker than 2000 m and the thickest over {0000 m, are
mainly terrigenous and shallow-sea facies. Up to now, thirty five sedimentary
basins have been found in the South China Sea. It is obvious that they are
controlled by the structural systems ( particularly the Nanhai system). In
the light of stress character, these basins can be grouped into four types,
tensile, tenso-shearing, compressive and compresso-shearing basins among which
tensile and tenso-shearing basins of the Nanhai system and compressive basins
of the Neocathaysian system are the most promising in oil and gas potential.
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