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Abstract

In the study of the Nanliujiang river delta, Beibu Gulf, abundant greenish
dark mineral that looks like glauconite has been found. X-ray powder diffra-
ctograms show strong reflections at 15.&& and at 1,53,/ 1.54;&. These suggest
smectite. There are no reflections in the 10A region ( 8,85°20 ) which would
be expected for glauconite. The K,O content (1,5% + )is also much lower
than would be anticipated ( 7-99 ). The result of formula calculation from
electron microprobe analysis is very satisfactory for a trioctahedral, Fe-
substituted saponite. Its distribution and formation environment have also been

discussed.
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